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Sopra, un disegno autografo di Rick Strollo relativo alla copertura fatta realizzare per proteggere il pozzetto.
Sotto, il dinghy Faglet armato ed esposto a poppa dell’aragostiera al Victoria Classic Boat Festival del 2018.

Above, an autograph drawing by Rick Strollo about the cover made to protect the cockpit. Below, the Eaglef dinghy
armed and exposed aft of the lobster boat at the Victoria Classic Boat Festival in 2018.

cuciture della pelle e al sapiente uso della
canapa, fino al finto barile per le esche,

nel pozzetto, che cela un'utile ghiacciaia-
frigorifero per le bevande; per non parlare poi
del dinghy Faglet (vaquilotto»), una tipologia
di tender molto utilizzata nel Maine prima
dell'avvento dei Rib, oppure dei tubi di
scappamento che attraversano il tetto della
tuga e scaricano i gas sopra le teste di chi si
trova a bordo. Un espediente, quest'ultimo,
che una volta permetteva ai pescatori di
respirare aria pulita durante lo svolgimento
del proprio lavoro a poppa, con il motore

in folle, e che oggi, invece, consente a un
armatore orgoglioso di godersi la barca dei
sogni in tutta comodita.

Simple, durable and fast: the fashion for
lobster boats that has taken hold in recent
decades originates in working boats that,
with their plain lines, modest free board and
high bow, created a trend that seems set to
last. Alongside the numerous replicas made of
fibreglass or laminated wood, some original
lobster boats have survived the passage of
time thanks to incredible commitment and
personal sacrifices. One such boat is the
Flying kagle. Launched in Maine in 1963, this
boat now resides permanently on the opposite
coast, the west coast of America — or to be
more precise, at Deer Harbor in the San Juan
Islands, Washington. The boat’s owner is Rick
Strollo, a man with distant roots in Avellino,
southern Italy. Today this boat enthusiast is a
yacht manager by trade, but in previous lives
he has also been a carpenter and specialist
mechanic: «When I bought the boat in 2014»,
Strollo told us, «I wanted to give it back its
original name, Flying Bagle. I'm not totally
sure what it really means: ‘lagle’ is, of course,
a homage to the national emblem of America,
but the other half of the name ‘Flying', might
be less prosaic than it seems — it could stem
from the boat’s appearance, as, when sailing,
it looks like it’s flying on the foam produced
by the wavesy. The research that inspired
the restoration and that so excited Strollo
went far beyond the decision to bring back
its name of old. The search for documents,
however, did not yield the original technical
drawings, as the shipwright Vinal Beal
tended not to use plans, instead preferring
to simply copy the waterlines from a wooden
half hull scale model. He worked on Beals
Island, and created various boats, including
Flying Fagle, which he built in the winter of
1962-1963. Since then, the lobster boat has
had a plethora of different names and owners.
Until early this century, this beautiful boat
diligently carried out its original lobster-
fishing function. It was then converted into
a pleasure craft by Tony and Robin Santiago
from Columbia Fallg, and the subsequent
owners, Alec and Erin Brainerd, also used
it for a couple of seasons as a ‘picnic boat’,
before Strollo and his wife Diane managed
to buy it, and so fulfil a dream they had
harboured for decades. «I have loved lobster
boats since I was very young, when I used
to travel to Maine as a carpenter. Whenever
I heard lobster boats taking to the water
or returning, I would stop work and watch
them, bewitched by the dry sound their noisy
exhausts produced.



HISTORIC BOATS

In alto, Flying Eagle naviga
in prossimita di uno dei
traghetti che collegano

le Orcas Islands, Stato di
Washington, e il continente.
Sopra, uno scorcio delle
cuccette ricavate a prua
della barca da lavoro.

At the top, Flying Eagle
navigates near one of the
ferries that connect the
Orcas Islands, Washington
State, and the continent.
Above, a glimpse of the
berths carved in the bow of
the work boat.

Flying Eagle

Cantiere: Vinal Beal, Gouldsboro,
Maine

Anno: 1963

Tipologia: lobster boat
(aragostiera)

Ultimo restauro: 2014-2017
Lunghezza: 10,00 m

Baglio massimo: 2,90 m
Dislocamento: 3,3 ton

Motore: 1 x 350 cv Mercury Plus
Series 383 Mag V8

Velocita: 23 nodi
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Lobstermen are real ‘hot rodders’, who
love to install barely silenced engines and
travel fast, up to 25 knotsy. This speed is
explained by their need to carry out their
work as quickly as possible, so they could
return to port before the competition and
so achieve the best price when selling their
haul. Rick himself has no issues calling
himself a ‘hot rodder’. On the contrary, he
has a motorbike-racing background, as he
used to compete in drag races and learned
to assemble motorbikes when working
at Harley-Davidson, and he was also a
mechanic on tactical fighter planes during
the Vietnam War. In addition, as a hobby, he
has helped to restore and fine-tune various
road vehicles, including a true ‘missile’,

Flying Eagle

Shipyard: Vinal Beal, Gouldsboro,
Maine

Year: 1963

Model: lobster boat

Refitted in : 2014-2017

Length: 10.00 m

Maximum beam: 2.90 m
Displacement: 3.3 ton

Main propulsion: 1 x 350 hp
Mercury Plus Series 383 Mag V8
Speed: 23 knots

which reached an incredible speed of
273.393 mph, or 440 km/h, on the salt flats in
Bonneville (Utah).

The restoration

The work on Flying Fagle lasted three
years, and took place in two shipyards an
extraordinary 5,000 km apart. The bow
section was reinforced in Rockport, Maine,
an operation that required replacing part of
the stempost. The second stage, carried out
by Rick himself, took place in Anacortes,
in the state of Washington. Flying Fagle
required a major structural overhaul,
including the replacement of around thirty
of its steam-bent oak ribs, some frame-floors
and the planking closest to the keel, which
on this boat is inserted at an almost upright
angle into the ‘skeg’, the extension to the
keel that incorporates the shrouded propeller
and the rudder. Looking at the boat, it is
clearly the details that give the Flying Fagle
that special something: from the lobster
pots to the bright paintwork, in the original
Newport green; from the bronze accessories
to the stitching on the leather and the
expert use of hemp, through to the fake bait
barrel, in the cabin, which conceals a handy
fridge/icebox for drinks; not to mention
the dinghy Eaglet, a type of tender very
commonly used in Maine before the advent
of Ribs, and the exhaust pipes that cross the
roof of the deck house and release the fumes
above the heads of those on board. The
latter is a trick that once allowed fishermen
to breathe clean air while working at the
stern with the engine in neutral, but which
now allows proud owners to enjoy the boat
of their dreams in complete comfort. l
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